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CORF LODE RT 1 AL BOGOTA 92583 


£.0. 12386: DECL: OADA 
TAGS: KJUS, PHUH, PGOY; CO 
SUBJECT: CIVILIAN JUSTICE AMD THE MILITARY: RECENT 

: _ RULINGS, ACTIONS ANO THE MEDIA SANCHEZ CASE 


REF; A} 88 BOGOTA 18288 AND PREVIOUS; B) BOGOTA 2322 


SUHMARY: 

1, 0) THE SUPREME COURT RULED THAT TWO MILITARY 
OFFICERS SHOULD BE TRIED th-CIVIL UAH COURTS FOR ACTS 
UNRELATED: 70 THEIR DUTIES. THE COURT ALSO DETERMINED 
THAT TRERE WAS JHSUFFICIENT EVIDERCE TO PURSUE A 
CRINFHAL INVESTIGATION OF THE MATIOHAL POLICE FOR 
ALLEGEDLY OBSTRYUCTING THE JUDICHAL POLICE. AnD, 
“CONTRARY 10 PREVIOUSLY REPORTED PRESS STATEMENTS, 
WEATHER THE SUPREME COURT HOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ARE 
OPERING INVESTIGATIONS JHTO CHARGES AGAINST FORMER HEAD 
OF THE NATIONAL POLICE GENERAL JAIME GUILLERNO MEDINA * 
SANCHEZ. THE CHARGES WERE CARRIED THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 
12 (N “TIME NAGAZIRE. END SUMMARY 


CIVILIAN TRIALS FOR OFFICERS IN SEGOVIA CASE 

2. (Ul THE COLOMBLAN SUPRENE COURT AULED FEBRUARY [4 
THAT TWO COLOMBIAN OFFICERS (OWE ARNY AWD ONE POLICE) 
SHOULD BE TRIED IN CiVILEAN COURTS. THE CHIEF OF FRE . 
ARMED FORCES (THE HATHOMAL POLICE ARE PART OF THE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY), GEMERAL BOTERO, SAID THE ARMED FORCES 
WOULD ABIDE BY FHE RULING. FHE TWO LIEUTEHANT COROWELS 
WERE COMMANDING THEIR RESPECTIVE UNITS IN THE TOWN OF 
SEGOVEA, ANTIOQUIA WHEN A GROUP OF MEN OROVE- INTO TOWN 
AND MASSACERED 41 PEOPLE TREF &). A CIVILIAN JUDUE WA0 
ISSUED ARREST WARRANTS ACCUSING THE OFFIGERS OF Passiaa 
OUT INTIMIDATING PANPHLETS IN SHE TOWN JUST GEFORE SHE 
HASSACRE. SEVERAL LOWER OFFICIALS WERE REMANDED TO 
WILITARY COURTS BECAUSE THEY WERE SIMPLY CHARGED wWiTH 
NEGLIGENCE Im THEIR OUTIES. 


° 


3. {U) COMMENT: SUPREME COURT DECISIONS IN COL OtBtA OO 

WOT HAVE THE SAME FORCE OF LAW AS THEY DO IN THE WS, AND 

‘DO WOT APPLY BEYOND THE SPECIFIC CASES DEALT WITH. 

HOWEVER, THAIS OPINIOH 13 JGEREICAL TO A PRECIOUS OPSNION - : 
- ANG TRACKS EXACTLY WITH THE CONSTITUTION MART. 170: 

CASLS OF OFFENSES GOMMITIED BY MILITARY PERSONS An 

ACTIVE SERVICE, AND [HAT RELATE TO THE SERVICE IESELF, 

SHALL BE IRDED BY COURTS MARTIAL OF MILITARY TRIBUHALS, 
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1H CONFORMANCE WITH PRESCRIPTIONS OF THE MILITARY PEWAL 
COOE.} OESPITE THE CLEAR WORDING OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

THE MILITARY RAS TRADITIOHALEY CLAINED JURISDICTION OVER 
ACTIVE MEMBERS FOR ALL CRINES, WHETHER RELATED TO THE 
SERVICE OR HOT. SOTERO'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE CoURT’S 

RULING WOUD SEEM TO CLEAR THE WAY FOR CIVILIAH TREALS 

GASED O% CHARGES PENDING AGAINST OTHER OFFICERS tM OTHER 


CASES, END COMMENT 


NO MERIT IN CONFLICT BEFWEEM JUDICIAL AND NATIONAL POLICE 
4. @&) THE HEAD GF JUDICEAL POLICE, EDUARDO LOZANO, SENT 
INFORMATION TO THE SUPREHE COURT ANO THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL CLATHING THAT THE HATIGHAL POLICE HAD OBSTRUCTED 
INVESTIGATIONS BY THE JUDICHAL POLICE. HOWEVER, OW 
FEBRUARY 15, THE SUPREME COURT RULED THAT THERE ARE HO 
GROUNDS FOR IMETIATING A CRIMINAL FHVESTIGATION AGAINST 
THE FORMER HEAD OF THE NATIONAL POLICE, GENERAL MEDINA 
SANCHEZ. WOTE: THE JUDICIAL POLICE WERE CREATED 3N THE 
PENAL REFORH OF JULY 1987; THEY WORK DIRECTLY FOR JUDGES 
OF CRIMGNAL UNVESTIGATION AND ARE ADMINISTEREO GY THE 
SUSTICE MINISTRY, THE NATIOMAL POLSCE WORK FOR THE 
DEFENSE MIAISTER.) THE PRESIDENT OF THE PENAL CHAMBER - 
OF THE SUPREME COURT TOLD EMBASSY THAT HE WAS DRAFTING A 
LETTER TO THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GEtERAL {PROCURADOR) JW 
CHARGE OF OVERSEEING TRE HATIOHAL POLICE SIMPLY STATING 
THAT THE SUPRERE COURT FOURU 10 MERIT 38 LOZANO’S 
CRARGES, THE ASSISTANT AG THEKEUPOH TOLD US HE HAO NO 
PLAWS 10 PURSUE A DISCIPLINARY ENVESTIGATION Ia THE 
HATTER. ALL MEY PLAYERS IW BOTH ENTITIES MET FEBRUARY 
16 AUD ANNOUNCED THAT THEIR PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN RESOLVED, 


WD JRVESTIGATIONS BASED O8 STINE" ARTICLE 

$. IC) LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS HAVE BEEN CONFUSED OVER 
WHAT, IF ANY, JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS ARE BEING TAKEN 
AGAINST FORMER WATHONAL POLICE CHIEF .GEMERAL MEDIHA 
SANCHEZ FOLLOWING "TINE" MAGAZINE'S ACCUSATIONS THAT HE 
HAD BEEN FERED BECAUSE HE WAS SUSPECTED OF 
WARCO-CONNECTIONS. EXBASSY CONTACTED BOTH FHE SUPREHE 


_ COURT AND THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GEWEAAL AND FOUND 


THAT, CONTRARY TQ PRESS STATEMENTS AS REPORTED REF B, 
WETHER HAS ANY PLANS TO OPEt INVESTIGATIONS BASED ON 
THE SHFORMATION PUSLISHED $0 “TIME." HEDINA DID, 
BOWEVER, PRESENT A LETTER TO THE PRESIOENS OF THE PENAL 
CHAMBER OF THE COURT STATING THAT HE WOULD COOPCRATE (iW 
ANY ENVESTIGATION UH ORDER TO CLEAR WIS MAME. 


5. ©) A TELEVISION NEWS DIRECTOR TOLD PAG FEGRUARY 16 
THAT TRE MEGINA SANCHEZ CASE WAS MOT GOING TO GO AWAY 
SOON. HE SAID THE PRESS HAS OTHER VMFORMATION ON HIM 
AND EXPECTATIONS ARE THAT TRE CASE WILL CONTINUE TO 
UNRAVEL. 


Bl 


HERE TOLD PAQ FRAT MED(KA OWNS 4 
LUXURY ‘APARTRENT IN NORTHERN BOGOTA THAT 1S VELL BEYOND 
TNE WEANS OF A CHIEF OF THE MATiONA Police. [| Bl 
ALLEGED THAT EDINA GAVE A LETTER OF RECOMMCHOATION TO a 
LADY FRIEND OF HS THAT HELPED HER DATAIM 4 POSITION 1K 
THE INTERNATIONAL BANK OF CREDIT ANO COMMERCE {ECC IN 
MITH & REPUTATION FOR TONEY LAUNDERING. 
ATTRIBUTED THE NEGATIVE FNFORMATION OH 
REDIWA GAMCREZ THAT LED 10 HES FALL AS ORIGINATING NOTH 
URE MEDERL It CARTEL 18 AN ATTEMET 10 KURT THE CALI 
CARTEL, TO WICH MEGINA 13 ALLEGED BE CONNECIEO. CJ BI 
MOW EAPECTS THE CAL CARTEL FO RETALIATE GY RELEASING 
INFORMATION COMNCCTING CERTAIH POLICE CFFICIALS tnt 
REDELLIN TU TRE HEDELLIN CARTLI.” ° 


Bl 


Bl 


"7. IG) .conREMI: ALLEGATIONS ARE JUST THAT, 
AHO MAY WOT AMOUNT TO MUCK, WE HAVE HEARD AROTETR 


wasmecd $9. 9,- AHO 


lacy Sof S 
ASSIFIED folder PHU 14x94 





nada 
L INCOMING 


Department of State - TELEGRAM 


PAGE 82 OF 92 BOGDTA 82583 89 OF O2 38682172 1686 © ARAI776 
VERSION WHICH FRVOLWES A GIRL, A LOCAL BANK AND FRAUD. 

IW ANY CASE, IT APPEARS THAT THE MEDTA WiLL TRY TO KEEP 

THIS USSUE ALEVE. MEAMWRELE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS PURGED 

ITSELF OF A POSSIBLE BAD APPLE AND APPEARS TO WANT TO 

PUT THE FSSUE BEKIWO 47 AND GET ON WITH IT 

ANT] -HARCOTICS EFFORTS. 

HCNAMARA 


GLARED 








